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Amendments to the Drawings: 

Please add the drawing sheet located in Appendix A of this paper. 
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REMARKS 

The Office Action mailed on August 17, 2005, has been reviewed and the comments 
of the Patent and Trademark Office have been considered. Prior to this paper, claims 1-12 
were pending. By this paper, claims 1,11 and 12 are amended, claims 6-10 are cancelled, 
and claims 13-14 are added. Therefore, claims 1-5 and 11-14 are now pending. 

Support for the amendments to claims 1,11 and 12 may be found, among other 
places, in originally filed Figs. 1 and 9. Support for new claims 13 and 14 may be found, 
among other places in paragraph 0033 of the originally filed specification. 

It is respectfully submitted that the present application is in condition for allowance 
for at least the reasons that follow. 

Objections to the Drawings 

As detailed above, a new drawing sheet depicting the airbag device of claim 12 is 
added. It is respectfully requested that the objection to the drawings be removed in light of 
this amendment. 

Objections to the Specification 

As detailed above, the specification has been amended to address the drawing of the 
airbag. It is respectfully requested that the objection to the specification be removed in light 
of this amendment. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. S 102 

Claim 10 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated by Pietz 
(United States Patent No. 4,758,287). In response, in order to advance prosecution, and 
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without prejudice or disclaimer, claim 10 is hereby cancelled. It is respectfully submitted that 
the rejection of claim 10 is now moot. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. S103(a) 

In the Office Action, Claims 1-9 and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Perotto (U.S. Patent No. 6,338,500) in view of Pietz. In response, in 
order to advance prosecution, and without prejudice or disclaimer, claims 6-9 are cancelled 
(thus rendering the rejection of these claims moot) and independent claims 1,11 and 12 are 
hereby amended. It is respectfully submitted that the pending claims are allowable for at least 
the following reasons. 

Each of the pending claims recite an initiator comprising a casing including a cup and 
a header, where an extremity surface of an electrode is flush with an extremity surface of the 
header, and a thin, plate-shaped, molding of a plasma generating agent is disposed at the 
extremity surface of the header extending through an entire cross-section of the interior of the 
cup. 

Neither Perotto nor Pietz teaches such a device. The alleged plasma generating agents 
of Perotto (elements 24 and 256) do not extend through an entire cross-section of an interior 
of any cup. In Fig 2 of Perotto, assuming arguendo that element 35 meet the recitations of a 
cup, element 24 does not extend through an entire cross-section of the interior of element 35. 
Instead, a significant gap between element 35 and element 24 is present. In Fig. 4, element 
256 also does not extend as claimed. 

Moreover, Perotto does not teach "a thin, plate-shaped, molding of the plasma 
generating agent." In Perotto, element 24 is hemispherically shaped, and element 256 appears 
to be in the shape of a box or a cylinder. 

Further, the alleged electrodes of Perotto (elements 25a, 25b, and "proximate 212") do 
not have extremity surfaces that are flush with an extremity surface of any possible header. In 
Fig. 2, the electrodes of Perotto are depicted as extending past element 23 into the alleged 
generating agent 24. In Fig. 4 of Perotto, the alleged electrode is depicted embedded in 
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element 207. Moreover, it is respectfully submitted that the alleged electrode "proximate 
212" is not an electrode at all, but a portion of the "initiator 212." 

Pietz, failing to disclose any structural features of an initiator, does not remedy the 
deficiencies of Perotto just detailed. 

In sum, claims 1-5 and 1 1-12 are allowable because neither Perotto nor Pietz disclose 
or suggest each element of any of these claims. Allowance is requested. 

New Claims 

As seen above, new claims 13-14 have been added. These claims are allowable for at 
least the reason that they depend from allowable claims. 

Conclusion 

The present application is now in condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration 
of the application as amended is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone if it is felt that a 
telephone interview would advance the prosecution of the present application. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required regarding this application under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any overpayment, 
to Deposit Account No. 19-0741 . Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by a 
check being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or informal or 
even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to 
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Deposit Account No. 19-0741. If any extensions of time are needed for timely acceptance of 
papers submitted herewith, Applicants hereby petition for such extension under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.136 and authorizes payment of any such extensions fees to Deposit Account No. 19-0741. 




Date 



FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
Customer Number: 22428 
Telephone: (202) 672-5300 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 



Respectfully submitted, 



By. 




Howard N. Shipley 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 39,370 
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